
Rat Identification and Prevention 

Rats are the most destructive vertebrate in the world. Globally widespread, rats 
cause major economic losses to stored and infield crops, destroy property, and 
transmit diseases. The most common rat in Saskatchewan is the Norway rat. Rats can 
sometimes be mistaken for other rodents such as muskrats, gophers and ground 
squirrels. There are three important aspects of prevention of an infestation. 
Knowledge of identification, signs of presences, and steps of prevention. 

The Norway rat (Rattus norvegicus) is one of the most destructive creatures 
known to man, and the most common species of rat in the Canadian Prairies. The 
Norway rat has a wide range of colours - from reddish to greyish brown or 
completely black on the back and sides. The underparts are tinged with grey to a buff 
or yellowish-white. Average body length is 40 cm (15 in). Cylindrical tail, that is 
ridged and hairless and shorter than body. Norway rats average adult male rat weighs 
450 grams (females weigh slightly less) 

Identifying the presence of rats on your property is the first step to preventing 
loss crops, feed, and destruction of property. The cylindrical burrow entrance of a rat 
in soil or in straw or hay bales measures about 5 to 7.5 cm (2 to 3 in). Unlike native 
rodents, the burrow entrance of a rat is clean of debris and excavated soil particles. 
Rats leave well-beaten trails about 5 cm (2 in) wide from their nest areas to food and 
water sources. Rats often dig lengthy travel runs under objects such as bales, planks, 
granaries, plyboard and even idle machinery, to move from area to area. Rats will 
make holes in walls or floors soon after invasion; wall holes are usually just inches 
above the floor. Holes in floors are generally close to walls or under supporting skids 
or poles. Rats must chew continuously to wear down incisor teeth (front teeth). Most 
often, rats will chew materials close by such as plywood, structural woodwork, plastic 
panelling, frozen ground, and even concrete. Rats are ground dwellers, so their nests 
are built on or below ground level. The nest of a rat can consist of almost any material 
- usually, food remains and other available items such as paper, straw, cardboard, rags
or shredded plastic bags. Droppings are another clear sign of rat infestation.
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